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realised that Sri Kalahasti was the most sacred of all the
places on earth. He lost all interest in his family or kingdom
and began to worship Sri Kalahasteeswara according to
sastras. He selected Brahmavidya teertha closeby for his
daily ablutions. As a result of his stay in the sacred place,
his sincere devotion, and sanctity of Brahmavidyateertha
coupled with the efficacy of past good deeds, his heart
became pure. The Lord appeared in his dream as a yogi
and enquired as to why he was engaged in strict austerities.
The king replied that he was anxious to attain Sivasayujya
and requested the yogi to indicate the path. To test him, the
yogi said that he could bestow him the wealth of all the
gods. But the king refused to have them and reiterated that
he was interested only in salvation. In the same dream the
yogi revealed his identity as Sri Kalahasteeswara and gave
the asthakshari mantra and asked him to meditate upon it
to acheive his object.
The astonished king felt that he had at last gained the
grace of Paramasiva. He worshipped the lord meditating
on the mantra as imparted to him by installing a Siva Linga
near the Vayulinga. At last on the fifth day of the bright
half of the month Chaitra, Sri Kalahasteeswara appeared
before him and granted him Sayujya mukthi.
Chapter 85 of Shtalapurana
Yaavacha Vedadharmaastu Yaavadvai Sankaraarchanam
Yaavacha suchikrityaadi Taavan naaso bhave nnahi
As long as the injunctions of Vedas are followed, as
long as the worship of Sankara is performed and as long as
virtuous deeds are done, there would not be any disaster.